
Please prepare your manuscript according to the following instructions, and feel 
free to contact us with any questions you might have. To ensure fast peer review 
and publication, manuscripts that do not adhere to the following instructions will 
be returned to the corresponding author for technical revision before undergo-
ing peer review. We are looking forward to receiving your submission.

1.  AIMS AND SCOPE
Neurology and Clinical Neuroscience, the Official Journal of the Japanese 
Society of Neurology, publishes high quality articles in neurology and clinical 
neuroscience. Original articles cover broad areas of neurology and basic research 
relevant to neurological diseases. There is an emphasis on research that explores 
frontiers to elucidate the mechanisms of neurological diseases and translational 
research including clinical trials to develop better treatments and their  
prevention. Neurology and Clinical Neuroscience also publishes Reviews, Case 
Reports, Pictures in Neurology, Mutations in Neurology, Commentaries and 
Letters to the Editor that provide the readers with new insights into neurology 
and clinical neuroscience.

2.  EDITORIAL REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE
The acceptance criteria for all papers are the quality and originality of the 
research and its significance to our readership. Except where otherwise stated, 
manuscripts are peer reviewed by two anonymous reviewers and the Editors. 
The final decision rests with the Editorial Board.

Manuscripts should be in a clear, concise, and direct style. Where contributions 
are judged as acceptable for publication on the basis of content, the Editor and 
the Publisher reserve the right to modify typescripts to eliminate ambiguity and 
repetition and improve communication between authors and readers. If exten-
sive revisions are required, the manuscript will be returned to the author for 
revision.

3.  PRE-SUBMISSION RESOURCES
Author Services
Prior to submission, we encourage you to browse the “Author Resources” section 
of the Wiley-Blackwell “Author Services” website: http:/authorservices.wiley.
com/bauthor/author.asp.

This site includes useful information covering such topics as copyright matters, 
ethics, electronic artwork guidelines, and how to optimise articles for search 
engines.
Pre-submission English-language editing
Authors for whom English is a second language may choose to have their manu-
script professionally edited before submission to improve the English. A list of 
independent suppliers of editing services can be found on the Author Services 
web pages (http://authorservices.wiley.com/bauthor/english_language.asp.)  
Japanese authors can also find a list of local English improvement services at 
http://www.wiley.co.jp/journals/editcontribute.html. All services are paid for and 
arranged by the author, and use of one of these services does not guarantee 
acceptance or preference for publication.

4.  MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
Manuscript categories
i.  Original Articles
Description: Full-length reports of research in either clinical or basic science.
Word limit: 4,000 words maximum including abstract and references
Abstract: 250 words maximum and must include subheadings
References: In general, less than 30.
Figures/Tables: Maximum of 8 figures and tables.
ii.  Review Articles
Description: Comprehensive reviews focusing on specific topics relevant to neu-
rology and clinical neuroscience. Both solicited and unsolicited review articles 
will undergo peer review prior to acceptance.
Word limit: 4,000 words maximum including abstract and references
Abstract: 250 words maximum, unstructured
References: no limit
Figures/Tables: Maximum of 8 figures and tables.
iii.  Case Reports
Description: Brief case reports of significant clinical importance.
Word limit: 1,000 words maximum including abstract and references
Abstract: 150 words maximum, unstructured
References: In general, less than 10
Figures/Tables: Maximum of 1 figure or a table
iv.  Pictures in Neurology
Description: Brief description of interesting clinical pictures or images.
Word limit: 200 words maximum including abstract and references
Abstract: No abstract.
References: In general less than 5.
Figures/Tables: 1 figure
v.  New Mutations in neurological disorders
Description: Brief description of newly identified mutations and the clinical pre-
sentations of neurological disorders.
Word limit: 500 words maximum including abstract and references
Abstract: No abstract.
References: In general, less than 8
Figures/Tables: Maximum of 1 figure or table
vi.  Letters to the Editor
Description: Letters must offer perspective to the contents published in Neurol-
ogy and Clinical Neuroscience. A Letter must reference the original source, and 
a Response to a Letter must reference the Letter in the first few paragraphs. 
Letters can use an arbitrary title, but a Response must cite the title of the Letter: 

e.g. Response to [title of Letter]. This ensures that readers can track the line of 
discussion.
Word limit: 500 words maximum
Abstract: not required
References: Maximum of 5
Figures/Tables: Maximum of 1 figure or table
vii.  Commentary (only by invitation of Editors).
Description: Proposals for Editorials may be submitted; however, in this case 
authors should only send an outline of the proposed paper to the Editorial Office 
for initial consideration.
Word limit: 1,000 words maximum
Abstract: no abstract required for this manuscript type
References: Maximum of 5
Manuscript style
Manuscripts should follow the style of the Vancouver agreement detailed in the 
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors’ revised “Uniform Require-
ments for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing and Editing 
for Biomedical Publication”, as presented at http://www.ICMJE.org/.

Manuscripts submitted as Original Articles, Review Articles and Case reports 
should be presented in the following order:

(i) title page, (ii) abstract and key words, (iii) text, (iv) acknowledgments, (v) 
references, (vi) supporting information, (vii) figure legends, (viii) tables (each 
table complete with title and footnotes) and (ix) figures. Footnotes to the text are 
not allowed and any such material should be incorporated into the text as paren-
thetical matter.

All articles submitted to the Journal must comply with these instructions. 
Failure to do so will result in return of the manuscript and possible delay in 
publication.

Spelling should follow American conventions and must be consistent through-
out the manuscript.

Abbreviations. In general, terms should not be abbreviated unless they are 
used repeatedly and the abbreviation is helpful to the reader. Initially use the 
word in full, followed by the abbreviation in parentheses. Thereafter use the 
abbreviation only.

Units. All measurements must be given in SI or SI-derived units. Please go to 
the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM) website at http://www.
bipm.fr for more information about SI units.

Trade names. Chemical substances should be referred to by the generic name 
only. Trade names should not used. Drugs should be referred to by their generic 
names. If proprietary drugs have been used in the study, refer to these by their 
generic name, mentioning the proprietary name, and the name and location of 
the manufacturer, in parentheses.

Genetic nomenclature. Standard genetic nomenclature should be used. For 
further information, including relevant websites, authors should refer to the 
genetic nomenclature guide in Trends in Genetics (Elsevier Science, 1998).

Nucleotide sequence data should be submitted in electronic form to any of the 
three major collaborative databases: DDBJ, EMBL or GenBank. It is only nec-
essary to submit to one database as data are exchanged between DDBJ, EMBL 
and GenBank on a daily basis. The suggested wording for referring to accession-
number information is: “These sequence data have been submitted to the DDBJ/
EMBL/GenBank databases under accession number U12345”. Addresses are as 
follows:
DNA Data Bank of Japan (DDBJ) http://www.ddbj.nig.ac.jp
EMBL Nucleotide Sequence Submissions http://www.ebi.ac.uk
GenBank http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
Parts of the manuscript
Abstract and key words
Original articles and review articles must have a structured abstract of <250 
words or fewer> that states the purpose, basic procedures, main findings and 
principal conclusions of the study. Divide the abstract with the headings: Back-
ground, Aim, Methods, Results, Conclusion. Case reports should have an 
unstructured abstract of less than 150 words. The abstract should not contain 
abbreviations or references.

Five key words, for the purposes of indexing, should be supplied below the 
abstract, in alphabetical order, and should be taken from those recommended  
by the US National Library of Medicine’s Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) 
browser list at http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html.
Tables
Tables should be self-contained and complement, but not duplicate, information 
contained in the text. Number tables consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals. 
Type tables on a separate page with the legend above. Legends should be concise 
but comprehensive – the table, legend and footnotes must be understandable 
without reference to the text. Vertical lines should not be used to separate 
columns. Column headings should be brief, with units of measurement in paren-
theses; all abbreviations must be defined in footnotes. Footnote symbols: †, ‡, §, 
¶, should be used (in that order) and *, **, *** should be reserved for P-values. 
Statistical measures such as SD or SEM should be identified in the headings.
Figures
All illustrations (line drawings and photographs) are classified as figures. Figures 
should be cited in consecutive order in the text. Each figure should be supplied as 
a separate file, with the figure number incorporated in the file name. For submis-
sion, PowerPoint files or low-resolution figures saved as .jpg or .bmp files should 
be uploaded, for ease of transmission during the review process. Upon accept-
ance of the article, high-resolution figures (at least 300 d.p.i.) saved as .eps or .tiff 
files should be uploaded. More information about figures is available on Author 
Services at: http://authorservices.wiley.com/bauthor/digill.asp

Figure legends. Legends should be concise but comprehensive – the figure and 
its legend must be understandable without reference to the text. Include defini-
tions of any symbols used and define/explain all abbreviations and units of 
measurement.
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Appendices
These should be placed at the end of the paper, numbered in Roman numerals 
and referred to in the text. If written by a person other than the author of the 
main text, the writer’s name should be included below the title.
Supporting Information
A Supporting Information is any supplementary material that is not essential to 
the article but provides greater depth and background and may include tables, 
figures, videos, datasets, etc. It is preferable that this information is contained in 
one file in pdf format. This material can be submitted with your manuscript, and 
will appear online, without editing or typesetting. Guidelines on how to prepare 
this material and which formats and files sizes are acceptable can be found at: 
http://authorservices.wiley.com/bauthor/suppmat.asp

Please note that the provision of supplementary material is not encouraged as 
a general rule. It will be assessed critically by reviewers and editors and will only 
be accepted if it is essential.

5.  SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS
Manuscripts should be submitted online at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ncn. 
Authors must supply an email address as all correspondence will be by email.

The journal to which you are submitting your manuscript employs a plagia-
rism detection system. By submitting your manuscript to this journal you accept 
that your manuscript may be screened for plagiarism against previously pub-
lished works.
Publication fees
There is no publication fee.
Submission requirements
Each submission must include: a covering letter, title page, and manuscript. The 
length of manuscripts must adhere to the specifications under the Manuscript 
Categories section.
Covering letter
Papers are accepted for publication in the Journal on the understanding that the 
content has not been published or submitted for publication elsewhere. This 
must be stated in the covering letter.

The covering letter must contain an acknowledgement that the content has 
not been submitted elsewhere, that all authors have contributed significantly, 
and that all authors are in agreement with the content of the manuscript, in 
keeping with the latest guidelines of the International Committee of Medical 
Journal Editors.
Title page
The title page should contain (i) the title of the paper, (ii) the full names of the 
authors and (iii) the addresses of the institutions at which the work was carried 
out together with (iv) the full postal and email address, plus facsimile and tele-
phone numbers, of the author to whom correspondence about the manuscript 
should be sent. The present address of any author, if different from that where 
the work was carried out, should be supplied in a footnote.

The title should be short, informative and contain the major key words. Do not 
use abbreviations in the title. A short running title (less than 40 characters) 
should also be provided.
Copyright
Authors publishing in the Journal will be asked to sign a “Copyright Transfer 
Agreement/Exclusive Licence Form”. In signing the form it is assumed that 
authors have obtained permission to use any copyrighted or previously pub-
lished material. All authors must read and agree to the conditions outlined in the 
form, and must sign the form or agree that the corresponding author can sign on 
their behalf. Articles cannot be published until a signed form has been received. 
Authors can download the form here

Conflict of interes
Authors must declare any financial support or relationships that may pose con-
flict of interest by disclosing at the time of submission any financial arrangements 
they have with a company whose product figures prominently in the submitted 
manuscript or with a company making a competing product. Such information 
will be held in confidence while the paper is under review and will not influence 
the editorial decision. If the article is accepted for publication, the Editor will 
usually discuss with the authors the manner in which such information is to be 
communicated to the reader.

All authors are asked to sign a Competing Interests and Acknowledgment 
Statement on submission of their manuscript. A Conflict of Interest statement 
needs to be supplied and will be included as part of the published paper.

If tables or figures have been reproduced from another source, a letter from 
the copyright holder (usually the Publisher), stating authorization to reproduce 
the material, must be attached to the covering letter.
Ethics
Manuscripts must contain a statement to the effect that all human studies have 
been reviewed by the appropriate ethics committee and have therefore been 
performed in accordance with the ethical standards laid down in an appropriate 
version of the 2000 Declaration of Helsinki as well as the Declaration of Istanbul 
2008. It should also be state clearly in the text that all persons gave their informed 
consent prior to their inclusion in the study. Details that might disclose the iden-
tity of the subjects under the study should be omitted.

Reports of animal experiments must state that the “Principles of Laboratory 
animal care” NIH publication Vol 25, No. 28 revised 1996; http://grants.nih.gov/
grants/guide/notice-files/not96–208.html) were followed, as well as specific 
national laws (e.g. the current version of the German Law on the Protection of 
Animals) where applicable.
Clinical trial registration
“Neurology and Clinicl Neuroscinece” requires that the clinical trials described 
in the submitted manuscript have been registered in a publicly accessible data-
base. Authors should include the name of the trial registry and their clinical trial 
registration number in the Acknowledgements section of their manuscript. If 
you wish the editor[s] to consider an unregistered trial, please explain briefly 
why the trial has not been registered.
Randomized controlled trials
Reporting of randomized controlled trials should follow the guidelines of The 
CONSORT Statement: http://www.consort-statement.org

6.  POST-ACCEPTANCE
Author Services
Author Services is a Wiley-Blackwell service that provides useful information 
for authors, enables authors to track accepted articles through the production 
process, enables authors to gain free access to their published articles and nomi-
nate up to 10 colleagues to be provided with free access to their published 
articles.
Proofs
It is essential that corresponding authors supply an email address to which corre-
spondence can be emailed. Notification of the URL from where to download a 
Portable Document Format (PDF) typeset page proof, associated forms and 
further instructions will be sent by email to the corresponding author. The 
purpose of the PDF proof is a final check of the layout, and of tables and figures. 
Alterations other than the essential correction of errors are unacceptable at 
PDF proof stage. The proof should be checked, and approval to publish the 
article should be emailed to the Publisher by the date indicated; otherwise, it 
may be signed off on by the Editor or held over to the next issue.
Accepted Articles
“Neurology and Clinical Neuroscience” offers Accepted Articles for selected 
articles. Accepted Articles is a Wiley-Blackwell service whereby peer-reviewed 
accepted articles are published online prior to their ultimate inclusion in a print 
or online issue. Articles published within Accepted Articles have been fully ref-
ereed, but have not been through the copy-editing, typesetting and proof correc-
tion process.
Online Open
Online Open is available to authors of primary research articles who wish to 
make their article available to non-subscribers on publication, or whose funding 
agency requires grantees to archive the final version of their article. With Online 
Open the author, the author’s funding agency, or the author’s institution pays a 
fee to ensure that the article is made available to non-subscribers upon publica-
tion via Wiley Online Library, as well as deposited in the funding agency’s pre-
ferred archive. For more information, please read the full list of terms and 
conditions at http://olabout.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-406241.html

Prior to acceptance there is no requirement to inform the Editorial Office that 
you intend to publish your paper Online Open. All Online Open articles are 
treated in the same way as any other article. They go through the Journal’s stand-
ard peer-review process and will be accepted or rejected based on their own 
merit.
Offprints
A minimum of 50 offprints will be provided upon request, at the author’s 
expense. These paper offprints may be ordered online. Please visit http://offprint.
cosprinters.com/, fill in the necessary details and ensure that you type informa-
tion in all of the required fields. If you have queries about offprints please email 
offprint@cosprinters.com

7.  WILEY-BLACKWELL JOURNALS ONLINE
Visit the “Neurology and Clinical Neuroscience” home page at wileyonlinelibrary.
com/journal/ncn for more information, and Wiley Online Library’s web pages 
for submission guidelines and digital graphics standards. “Neurology and Clini-
cal Neuroscience” is also available online via Wiley Online Library at http://
wileyonlinelibrary.com

8.  EDITORIAL OFFICE ADDRESS
Editorial Office, “Neurology and Clinical Neuroscience”.
Email: ncn@wiley.com; tel: +81-; fax: +81-.
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